February 20, 2026 

H.B. No. 5032 AN ACT ADJUSTING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 
Governor's Proposed FY 26-27 Budget for Conservation and Development Agencies

Support for funding for Connecticut Humanities to increase statewide cultural investment	Comment by rufus@ctartsalliance.org: and Office of the Arts? 

Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee, Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Senator Somers, Representative Nuccio, and esteemed Connecticut General Assembly members of the Appropriations Committee: 

I am a resident of [Town] and [insert professional relationship to CTH, CAA, and/or COA]. 

I am submitting testimony on the Governor's Proposed FY 26-27 Budget for Conservation and Development Agencies with respect to the need for robust funding for our state’s cultural organizations.

[Replace this highlighted section with 150-250 words that demonstrate how the cultural sector contributes to Connecticut’s success in 1-2 of the following ways:

· Workforce Development: Investment in CTH/COA helps retain jobs and hire new staff members, keeping CT residents employed and bringing in talent from other states; 
· Economic Development: Our support brings dollars into cultural organizations, restaurants, hotels, and other businesses (see our AEP6 Connecticut calculator), supporting local economies; 
· Educational Attainment: Museums and cultural organizations support schools and teachers by providing classroom materials, field trips, and educational opportunities and digital resources; 
· Out of State Investment: Support from CTH/COA increases your ability to leverage federal and private funds to advance your mission; 
· Cultural Vibrancy: Cultural organizations make your town a place that people want to live in and visit, and instill pride in our communities;
· Civic Health: Our organizations foster a sense of community and keep residents more informed and engaged, fostering empathy, encouraging dialogue, and building relationships;
· America 250 | CT: We have been working collectively to meet the moment for the 250th, focusing our efforts despite minimal state and federal investment, and showcasing Connecticut’s rich story.

Connecticut Humanities provides support and guidance to nonprofit cultural organizations and accountability on behalf of Connecticut residents. Please increase support for Connecticut Humanities and Connecticut Office of the Arts this year, especially in the aftermath of last year’s destabilizing NEH, NEA, and IMLS funding terminations.]

Sincerely, 

Name
Title
Organization
Address
Contact Information
