
“Let me tell you what I think of bicycling… I think it has done more to emancipate 

women than anything else in the world. I stand and rejoice every time I see a woman 

ride by on a wheel. It gives woman a feeling of freedom and self-reliance. It makes her 

feel as if she were independent.” […] 

“And bloomers?” I suggested, quietly. 

“Are the proper thing for wheeling,” added Miss Anthony promptly. “It is as I have 

said — dress to suit the occasion. A woman doesn’t want skirts and flimsy lace to catch 

in the wheel. Safety, as well as modesty, demands bloomers or extremely short skirts. 

You know women only wear foolish articles of dress to please men’s eyes anyway.” 
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